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Join	the	Plant	Movement
Plants	Move	Plants	Matter



Participating	groups:
US	Botanic	Garden
Botanical	Society	of	America
Rutgers	University
American	Society	of	Plant	Biologists
Donald	Danforth	Plant	Science	Center
Society	for	Economic	Botany

Purpose:
To	teach	people	about	plants	by	
highlighting	plant	movement.
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à Handheld	microscope
Stomata	video	clips

à Leaf	prints
Chloroplast	response	video	clips

àWorking	model
Venus	fly	trip	video	clips

à Aquarium
Handheld	microscope







Leaf	Prints







We	like	the	shade	
because	our	
chloroplasts	can	
move	around	to	find	
the	flecks	of	sunlight!	

We have air
sacs inside our 
leaves that help 
us float and 
breathe underwater

We have waxy 
sunscreen to 
protect against
too much light

We’re feeling 
sick...can we 
get some NPK
nutrients 
please? 

We catch our 
own fertilizer...
Bugs! Snap, 
Snap!



Re-teaching





“Survival	of	the	fittest”	
means	better	adapted	for	an	
immediate,	local	environment	
thereby	allowing	plants	to	have	
more surviving	baby	plants,	

NOT	
“the	strongest”	“the	biggest”	

or	“the	smartest”.



Thank	you!

Jennifer.n.blake@rutgers.edu
Cadams@botany.org

Volunteers
Monica	Carlsen
Betsy	Collins	
Greg	Perrier	
Caroline	Puente	
Jonathan	Singer	
Martha	Weiss

Demonstration	expertise
Holly	Gorton
Terry	Woodford
Adam	Burrous	Valeria	
Valeria	Saro-Cortes
Paul	Pickard


