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This is the second year for this committee and the award. Michael Donoghue, the previous
chair, rolled off the committee this year and was not replaced.

In October 2023, the committee discussed the award description via email and decided to
require applicants to submit a 2-page brief CV as part of the application process.

The BSA application portal was opened in November, with an application deadline of 1
February 2024. We received 12 applications. These were diverse in terms of institutions
represented (including 3 from outside the US), gender, and subject matter.

The Committee agreed that we would each evaluate 8-9 proposals using the BSA portal,
and that we would include commentary that could be shared with each applicant. Each
proposal was evaluated by three committee members, avoiding all conflicts of interest.

The Committee met by Zoom and also through subsequent email discussions to evaluate
the top scoring candidates.

A vote was taken, and it was decided to offer the award to David Kunkel at Oklahoma State
University who is working on “Linking Functional Traits and Niches to Lineage
Diversification in Asclepias.”



