BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Publications Committee

The BSA publications committee was requested to help formulate a BSA policy on copyright for the American Journal of Botany, Plant Science Bulletin, and other publications, including material on the web. A subset of interested members, the Copyright Working Group (Mary Barkworth, Nancy Dengler, Pat Herendeen, Karl Niklas, Scott Russell, Marsh Sundberg), discussed a number of copyright issues via teleconferencing and made the following recommendations to the Executive Committee:

1. We recommend that all authors of print materials in the American Journal of Botany be required to sign a Copyright Assignment Form (draft form attached).

2. We recommend that authors of print materials in the Plant Science Bulletin be required to sign the same Copyright Assignment Form. Since the nature of materials published in the Plant Science Bulletin varies more widely, the identification of materials requiring the form will be at the editor's discretion.

3. We recommend that all authors, artists or creators of electronic resources for the Botanical Society of America be required to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Content Usage for Electronic Resources (draft attached).

4. We recommend that, since the use of these forms should clarify the ownership of materials published by the Botanical Society of America and since the Society will be protected from infringement by "Fair Use" law, that the Society NOT register its print and electronic publications with the Library of Congress.

5. We recommend that, in addition to the "Copyright by the Botanical Society of America" statement on the inside front cover of the American Journal of Botany and Plant Science Bulletin, that the title page of each article (appropriate items in the Plant Science Bulletin) should have a copyright statement.

6. We recommend that Copyright Assignment Forms be returned to the appropriate Editorial Office of the American Journal of Botany and the Plant Science Bulletin. The Memorandum of Understanding for Content Usage License for Electronic Resources should be returned to the Webmaster. After publication or periodically through the year, the forms should be forwarded to the Society Business Office for archiving. 

7. Requests to reprint material from the American Journal of Botany and Plant Science Bulletin should be handled as they are now, with the minor change of providing a standard downloadable form.

8. Taxonomic descriptions and related materials are special cases that require attention from the American Society of Plant Taxonomists or other suitable body. We should support their serious consideration, but refer this question to them. 

The Copyright Working Group thanks Karl Niklas for drafting the Copyright Assignment form, Scott Russell for drafting the Memorandum of Understanding, and Pat Herendeen for contacting the George Washington University Faculty of Law and Bob Brauneis of GWU, s specialist in intellectual property rights for reviewing the forms. 

Nancy Dengler, Chair

Copyright Working Group

